The James R. Wilson Memorial Scholarship was organized in 1990 to serve, promote, and assist Jonesboro–Hodge High School Students who plan to attend college.  The fundamental purpose of the scholarship is to provide financial assistance to a deserving student and to offer opportunities for improvement of skills and advancement of knowledge.  Scholarship awards will be granted in May of each academic year.

The application process is open to High School Seniors who attend Jonesboro–Hodge High School and are residents of Jackson Parish, Louisiana.  The scholarship must be used to defray college tuition at an accredited college or university.  Awards on the recipient’s behalf are made payable directly to the college or university.  Applicants may attend college on a full or part-time basis.

This is a merit-based scholarship, awarded on the basic of academic achievement, community involvement, social involvement, and personal recommendations.

A panel of volunteer judges will be drawn from the JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL Alumni Association membership, and will represent a cross-section of academic and community individuals.  The decision of the judges is final.



SUPPORTING MATERIALS
1.
Attach an essay of 1½ to 3 double-spaced pages outlining your career goals and how your course of study will support those goals (type written).  This essay is important, but not the key part of the application.  The judges will look for a demonstrated ability to communicate clearly, carefully, and creatively.

2.
Attach a copy of high school transcript or report card.

3.
Submit three (3) short letters of recommendation articulating your qualifications for The James R. Wilson Memorial Scholarship.  Be sure those letters indicate the writer’s affiliation with the Jackson High School Alumni Association and his or her relationship to you.  Recommendations from relatives are not acceptable.
Completed application and supportive materials must be submitted to the guidance counselor before the last school day of February.

Or mailed before the last

 school day of February to:
J. R. WILSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL Alumni Association, Inc.
Post Office Box 191

Jonesboro, LA  71251-0191



Mr. James R. Wilson was a long time resident of Jackson Parish and was active as a businessman, community leader, and educator, being known best as the principal of Jackson High School (1937 through 1965).  Throughout his lifetime, Mr. Wilson was constantly encouraging students to finish high school and to prepare themselves for gainful employment by continuing their education beyond high school.

The JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL Alumni Association, wishing to perpetuate the memory of Mr. James R. Wilson, agreed to establish The James R. Wilson Memorial Scholarship fund in his name for promising and deserving Jonesboro-Hodge High School graduates.

As Mr. Wilson wrote in a thank-you letter after a 1970 appreciation program given in his honor:

“1965 — the year I surrendered the Education Gavel to my successor in order that he, too, could hold high the burning torch that would continue to light the path for those students who would continue their search for knowledge; that he would hold high that burning torch for unborn generations to come — in order that they, too would not be found wandering around in darkness in an enlightened age; in order that they, too would not stumble nor fall in the deep pits of ignorance, superstition, hate, and complacency; but rather, walk in the light from this torch of honesty, integrity, leadership, superb intellect, and in the light of love and not hate.  This, as you know, is a continuous process.  It must not be broken.”


Education
A crutch with which the foolish attack the wise to prove that they are not idiots.
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A  $1,000.00 Scholarship for College
JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL Alumni
Post Office Box 191

Jonesboro, LA  71251-0191
